
Department of StateTELEGRAMPAGE 01 RAWALP 07754 011403150ACTION SS 45INFO OCT-01 /046 WP 011005Z OCT 70 FMAMEMBASSY RAWALPINDITO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5304RAWALPINDI 7754EXDISSUBJ: MILITARY SUPPLY- GOP	114979 INFORMEDREP: STATE 160440 1.  I CALLED AT 1000 HOURS LOCAL TIME OCTOBER 1 ON ADDITIONAL FOREIGNSECRETARY M.A. ALVIE AND DEFENSE SECRETARY GHIAS UDDIN AHMED TO CONVEY MESSAGE REFTEL. I HAD DECIDED SEEK MEETING WITH ALVIE (SENIOR MFA OFFICER PRESENT) UPON LEARNING THAT FOREIGN SECRETARY SULTAN KHAN WOULD NOT BEBACK IN TOWN FOR COUPLE MORE DAYS IN ACCORDANCE MY PROVISIONALUNDERSTANDING WITH! SULTAN BEFORE HE LEFT FOR NEPAL: I HAD INFORMED ALVIE THAT MATTER TO BE DISCUSSED WAS ALSO OF INTEREST TO DEFSEC. ALVIE THEREUPON ASKED ME MEET HIM AT DEFSEC'S OFFICE. MEETING WAS SHIFTED TO DEFSEC'S HOME AS RESULT CLOSING GOP OFFICES OCTOBER 1 OUT OFRESPECT FOR NASSER. 2. I APOLOGIZED FOR ASKING FOR MEETING WHEN GOP OFFICES CLOSED DOWN. SAID I KNEW THEY HAD BEEN WAITING FOR WORD TO PROCEED ON OUR MILITARYSUPPLY DECISION. WE HAD NOTIFIED GOI LAST NIGHT (LOCAL TIME HERE.) AND WISHED TO INSURE THAT FIRST WORD REACHED GOP FROM US DIRECTLY ANDOFFICIALLY. 3. I SAID EXECUTIVE BRANCH HAD INFORMED CONGRESS ON SEPT. 29 OF PRESIDENT NIXON'S DECISION TO OFFER SELL CERTAIN ITEMS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT ONCASH BASIS TO PAKISTAN, AS ONE-TIME EXCEPTION TO PRESENT POLICY. THIS WAS FIRST PRACTICABLE OPPORTUNITY TO INFORM CONGRESS THIS SUBJECT INVIEW OF NUMEROUS DIFFICULT PROBLEMS INVOLVING THE CONGRESS OF WHICH GOPWAS AWARE WE HAD BEEN DEEPLY APPRECIATIVE OF IMPORTANCE GOP ATTACHED TOGETTING ON WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF PRESIDENT NIXON'S DECISION AS CONVEYEDBY AMBASSADOR FARLAND: TO PRESIDENT YAHYA ON JUNE 20.
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WAS AWARE WE HAD BEEN DEEPLY APPRECIATIVE OF IMPORTANCE GOP ATTACHED TOGETTING ON WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF PRESIDENT NIXON'S DECISION AS CONVEYED BY AMBASSADOR FARLAND: TO PRESIDENT YAHYA ON JUNE 20. 4. YESTERDAY, I SAID, WE HAD INFORMED THE GOI ON PRESIDENT'S DECISION INGENERAL TERMS, AS AMBASSADOR FARLAND HAD TOLD  YAHYA WE WOULD. 5. ON RETURN FROM HIS PRESENT TRIP TO EUROPE.I SAID PRESIDENT NIXON INTENDS CONVEY SALES OFFER FORMALLY BY LETTER TO YAHYA. LETTER WILL BE PRESENTED BY AMBASSADOR FARLAND ON HIS RETURN TO PAKISTAN IN LATTER PARTOF OCTOBER. MEANWHILE, I SAID, IN THE INTEREST OF MOVING AHEAD EXPEDITIOUSLY WITH PLANNING, WE WERE PREPARED TO BEGIN CONFIDENTIALDISCUSSION WITH APPROPRIATE PERSONS IN GOP. DISCUSSION WOULD CONCERN DETAILS OF SALES OFFER SUCH AS TYPE AND QUANTITIES OF MATERIEL ANDALTERNATIVES AVAILABLE (E.G. TYPE OF FIGHTER AIRCRAFT AND MARITIME PATROL SOURCES OF APCS), SPECIFICATIONS, COST ESTIMATES AND TERMS OFSALES. US DEFENSE REP WILL HAVE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY ON US SIDE UNDER MY GUIDANCE (AND AMBASSADOR'S GUIDANCE AFTER HIS RETURN) FOR WORKING OUTPROCUREMENT ARRANGEMENTS WITH PAK COUNTERPARTS. I SAID WE DESIRED STRONGLY TO AVOID PUBLICITY OF ANY KIND ON THIS  SUBJECT WE URGED GOPTO MAINTAIN-CONFIDENCE IN INTEREST OF MILITARY SECURITY AS WELL AS FORPOLITICAL REASONS. I ADDED THAT, IF LEAKS SHOULD NEVERTHELESS OCCUR, WE WOULD WISH CONSULT IMMEDIATELY WITH GOP REGARDING PRESS HANDLING. 6. AFTER QUIETLY ABSORBING ABOVE  AND EXPRESSING IMMEDIATE PLEASURE,ALVIE AND DEFSEC SAID THEY WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF THE INFO WERELEAKED BY GOI, TO BE FOLLOWED BY STRONG INDIAN PRESS REACTION. BOTH AGREED THAT GOP UNDERSTOOD OUR INTEREST IN KEEPING MATTER SECRET ANDDID NOT ANTICIPATE ANY SERIOUS PROBLEM WITH PAKISTANI PRESS. IF THERE SHOULD BE INDIAN PRESS LEAK, GOP WOULD KEEP SILENT, NEITHER CONFIRM NORDENY, AND CONSULT WITH US. I SAID WE HAD ALSO URGED ON GOI THE NEED TO WITHHOLD PUBLICITY ANDOUR DESIRE TO CONSULT  WITH IT ON HANDLING IFMATTER SHOULD BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE. 7. DEFSEC ASKED WHAT WE HAD TOLD INDIANS ABOUT NATURE OF OUR DECISION. I SAID GOI HAD BEEN TOLD THAT EQUIPMENT BEING OFFERED TO PAKISTAN CONSISTS OF A FEW AIRCRAFT, LARGELY REPLACEMENTS FOR PREVIOUSLY SUPPLIED US AIRCRAFT AND SOME ARMORED TRANSPORT VEHICLES DEFSEC SAID HE HAD NO PROBLEM WITH THAT MESSAGE TO GOI.
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OF OUR DECISION. I SAID GOI HAD BEEN TOLD THAT EQUIPMENT BEING OFFERED TOPAKISTAN CONSISTS OF A FEW AIRCRAFT, LARGELY REPLACEMENTS FOR PREVIOUSLYSUPPLIED US AIRCRAFT AND SOME ARMORED TRANSPORT VEHICLES DEFSEC SAID HEHAD NO PROBLEM WITH THAT MESSAGE TO GOI. 8. DEFSEC SAID GOP HAD FINANCIAL PROBLEMS AND WOULD NEED SOMEACCOMMODATION REGARDING QTE TERMS OF SALES UNQTE. HE ASKED WHETHER THESE SALES WOULD FALL UNDER LIMITED CREDIT' FACILITIES WHICH PAKISTAN HASENJOYED FOR CERTAIN TYPES OF (NON-LETHAL) EQUIPMENT. I REPLIED THAT OUR PRESENT OFFER OF SALE, AS AMBASSADOR HAD TOLD YAHYA LAST JUNE WAS ON CASHBASIS. DEFSEC WONDERED WHETHER TERMS WOULD BE SIMILAR TO THOSE NOW AVAILABLE FOR "CASH" PURCHASES OF LETHAL SPARES. I REPLIED THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE DETERMINED IN COURSE DISCUSSIONS. BETWEEN OUR MILITARY REPS ON DETAILS OF SALES OFFER. 9. DEFSEC ASKED WHETHER CONTE LONG PROVISIONS WOULD APPLY TO CURRENTSALES OFFER. I SAID IT WAS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT FUTURE OF CONTE-LONG WAS UNCERTAIN. I  UNDERSTOOD PROVISION HAD BEEN ELIMINATED FROM VERSION OF APPROPRIATIONS BILL PASSED BY ONE HOUSE BUT THAT ACTION STILL REQUIREDBY SECOND HOUSE. SAID I COULD NOT PREDICT WHAT FINAL ACTION WOULD BE. BUT APPRECIATED PAK CONCERN AND WE WOULD BE CONSULTING WITH THEM ASSITUATION CLARIFIED. 10. IN INTEREST OF  RAPID ACTION  DEFSEC SAID HE WOULD BE TALKING INNEXT COUPLE DAYS WITH. ARMY CHIEF HAMID AIR CINC  RAHIM AND NAVY CINC MUZAFFAR HASAN ABOUT OUR OFFER. HE WILL ASK THEM TO NOMINATE REPRESENTATIVES WHO, TOGETHER WITH MAJOR GENERAL INAMUL HAQ(MINDEF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF DEFENSE PROCUREMENT), WILL FORM PAKTEAM FOR DISCUSSION WITH US DEF REP. HE ASKED THAT LATTER CALL HIM EARLY NEXT WEEK TO ARRANGE FIRST MEETING WITH PAK MILITARY REPS. 11. AS MEETING CLOSED BOTH ALVIE AND DEFSEC REITERIATED PLEASURE THATWE HAD NOW FOUND IT POSSIBLE MOVE FORWARD ON PRESIDENT'S DECISIONCONVEYED TO GOP LAST JUNE. I SAID I SHARED THEIR HOPE THAT WE COULD MAKE RAPID PROGRESS IN WORKING OUT DETAILS. (IN LATTER CONNECTION WE WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY RECEIPT OF SEPARATE MESSAGES CONCERNING VARIOUSITEMS IN PACKAGE AS REFERRED TO IN PARA  2D REFTEL).	SOBER
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